Indirect Object Notes

INDIRECT OBJECTS – tell whom (or what) or for whom (or for what) the action of the verb applies.  (Indirect objects are either nouns or pronouns.)
Ask the question – “For whom am I doing the wonderful thing?”

Take Note*

· A sentence contains an indirect object ONLY if there is a direct object.

You can have a direct object without an indirect object.

· The indirect object lies BETWEEN the verb and the direct object.

SUBJECT - ACTION VERB - INDIRECT OBJECT - DIRECT OBJECT.

· The words “to” and “for” NEVER appear before the indirect object.

· Indirect objects are often people

· Indirect objects NEVER come in a prepositional phrase.

DIAGRAMMING Indirect Objects:                            (Art = article)

The indirect object (I.O.) must come under the verb and is on an “elbow”


                             Subject              Verb                 Direct Object

                                    Art                                                   Art
                                                          I.O.
                                                             Art

                      *Articles( a, an, the) are not on elbows – They are placed under the 



nouns they come in front of.


Example:  The doctor gave the school a computer.

1. Gave what?  Answer – computer (DO)
2. For whom did he do this wonderful thing?Answer –school (IO) 


                  doctor                 gave                   computer

                                  The                                                  a

                                                          school

                                                                  the



