“How-To” Paper

Writing Directions

Introduction:  The introduction of a “how-to” paper can be just two or three sentences.  As usual, you want to begin by catching your reader’s interest.  One way to do this is by giving the reader a reason for learning the process.  Show that it’s fun, challenging, or useful.

Body:  The first body paragraph should be a list of the materials needed. The next few paragraphs give the steps in chronological order (the order in which things occur).  You can explain steps when needed and give helpful tips, but include only information that’s directly related to the process.  Also, use transitional words (also called sequence words) to make the steps clear and easy to follow.  Some common transitional words are the following:  first, now, after, next, later, while, second, initially, and finally. (Look at your transition list in your writing divider.)  Highlight your transition words on your final draft.  You must have a minimum of six.
Conclusion:  Your conclusion should be brief.  Probably one or two sentences will do.  Your might repeat why learning the process is a good idea, give another reason, or end with a final tip.  
