DODGEN MIDDLE SCHOOL

Syllabus   3rd Nine Weeks

Course Title:  
Language Arts            Teacher: Vanden Bergh



Email:     benjamin.vandenbergh@cobbk12.org
Weblog: http://dodgenms.typepad.com/mr_vanden_bergh 
Topics of Study:  -Expository Writing





                  -Research Paper 



               
                            -Ongoing grammar and punctuation review                                                                                       
Georgia Performance Standards may be accessed through PICASSO at




                                           http://picasso.cobbk12.org.

Resources:  Literature Prentice Hall

                   Grammar workbook Prentice Hall

                   School and public library

                   Technology

Language Arts Standards:

ELA7W1 Writing Organization  

The student produces writing that establishes an appropriate organizational structure, sets a context and engages the reader, and contains a coherent focus. 

ELA7W2 Writing Genres: Expository 

The student demonstrates competence in a variety of genres. 

ELA7W3 Writing Genres: Research/Tech 

The student demonstrates competence in a variety of genres. The student uses research and technology to support writing. 

ELA7W4 Writing Process The student consistently uses the writing process to develop, revise, and evaluate writing; the student

ELA7LSV1 Verbal Interaction The student participates in student-to-teacher, student-to-student, and group verbal interactions.

ELA7LSV2 Analyze Text/Media Messages 

The student listens to and views various forms of text and media in order to gather and share information, persuade others, and express and understand ideas. The student will select and critically analyze messages using rubrics as assessment tools.

ELA7C1 Standard English Usage 

The student demonstrates understanding and control of the rules of the English language, realizing that usage involves the appropriate application of conventions and grammar in both written and spoken formats. 

Reading Standards:

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor ELA7R1 Comprehension/Literary text
-- The student demonstrates comprehension and shows evidence of a warranted and responsible explanation of a variety of literary and informational texts. The texts are of the quality and complexity illustrated by the Grade Seven reading list.
ELA7RC1 Comprehension/Informative Text--The student demonstrates comprehension and shows evidence of a warranted and responsible explanation of a variety of literary and informational texts. The text is of the quality and complexity illustrated by the Grade Seven reading list.

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor ELA7R2 Vocabulary
--The student understands and acquires new vocabulary and uses it correctly in reading and writing.

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor ELA7R3 Fluency
 --The student reads aloud, accurately (in the range of 95%), familiar material in a variety of genres of the quality and complexity illustrated in the sample reading list, in a way that makes meaning clear to listeners.

ELA7RC2 Discussion--the student participates in discussions related to curricular learning in all subject areas.

ELA7RC2.1 1,000,000 words--The student reads a minimum of 25 grade-level appropriate books or book equivalents (approximately 1,000,000 words) per year from a variety of subject disciplines. The student reads both informational and fictional texts in a variety of genres and modes of discourse, including technical texts related to various subject areas.

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor ELA7RC3 Vocabulary in Content Areas
  --The student acquires new vocabulary in each content area and uses it correctly.

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor ELA7RC4 Context
 --The student establishes a context for information acquired by reading across the subject areas.

Grading Policy:   

Major assessments (including major projects and papers …… 50%

Minor projects (including paragraphs, minor projects, and quizzes)……  35%

Daily assignments and homework …… 15%

For full credit, all work must be submitted on time and in legible form.  Pencil may be used for class work and homework.  If using ink, blue or black are the only acceptable colors.  All typed papers must be double-spaced in a simple, highly legible size.  If home printer has problems, please email work to me at  benjamin.vandenbergh@cobbk12.org .  Work that is unacceptable in its presentation will be returned, ungraded, to the student to be improved and resubmitted.  It will be considered to have been turned in on the date of resubmission in acceptable form.

If a student is absent, he/she has one day for each day of absence to make up the work.  When an absence occurs, it is the STUDENT’S RESPONIBILITY to check the classroom notebook or my blog to see what was missed.  All assignments may be turned in late up to two days with a 10% penalty per day.  Missed tests and quizzes should be made up ASAP.

Any student needing extra help may arrange a time to meet with me before school.

Supplies:  Five dividers, pencils, pens (blue or black and red), notebook paper

Expectations:  Come prepared to class with needed materials and homework; be on time; check blog for weekly work and handouts; be prepared to learn.       

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please detach and return this portion signed by Friday, January 9th, 2009.
Your signature indicates that you have read and understand the classroom expectations and all information included in the syllabus.  Syllabus is subject to change.  Parents and students will be notified, in advance, of any changes.

Student Name: _____________________________________
 Class period: ____  Parent email ________________________

                                                (Please print.)

Student signature:  __________________________________   
Parent Signature _____________________________________

