Name ____________________________________ Date _________________________

“Rain, Rain, Go Away” Questions

KEY Vocabulary…
venetian (vß•né’Çßn) blinds: window coverings composed of several horizontal slats that allow control over the amount of light entering a room.
Chinese water torture: a method of torture used to drive a prisoner insane by slowly dripping water onto his or her forehead. In the past, some people have mistakenly believed that this form of torture originated in China.
aneroid barometer: a device used to measure atmospheric pressure, and thus, changes in weather.
1.  When the story opens, what is Mrs. Wright doing? ________________________________

2. When the story opens, what is Mr. Wright doing?__________________________________
3. Give 3 examples to support the statement, “Lillian Wright is a nosy neighbor.”
A)_______________________________________________

B)_______________________________________________

C)_______________________________________________
4. What does Lillian say is so “odd” about Mrs. Sakkaro? (page 1)
_______________________________________________________________________
5. Where does Tommy say the Sakkaros are from? How does he know? Could he be wrong?
_________________________________________________________________________
6. When Lillian visits, what is odd about the way Mrs. Sakkaro gets her a glass of water?
_________________________________________________________________________
7. Before Mrs. Sakkaro accepted the request to go to Murphy’s Park, what did she ask her husband about?

_________________________________________________________________________
8. Give an example of direct characterization to describe the Sakkaros (page 3—1st paragraph below the *********)______________________________________________________
9. What does the Sakkaro boy bring with him to Murphy’s Park? What does this item do?  _________________________________________________________________________
10. What does Mr. Sakkaro tell Mr. Wright he does for a living?
_____________________________________________________________________
11. What does the family purchase to eat at Murphy’s Park?  How much of this do they eat?
_______________________________________________________________________
12. What do the Sakkaros refuse to eat at Murphy’s Park?
_______________________________________________________________________
13. How does the weather begin to change?________________________________________
14. When the weather changes, what do the Sakkaros want to do?
_________________________________________________________________________
15. Explain how the change in weather changes the mood of the story.
_________________________________________________________________________
16. “The Sakkaro youngster was on the verge of tears.” Why?
_________________________________________________________________________
17. The whole drive home, what is the Sakkaro boy watching?
_________________________________________________________________________
18. What happens to the Sakkaros? 
_________________________________________________________________________
19. What do you think the theme of the story is?
_________________________________________________________________________ Reflecting back…
20. Lillian says to her husband, “Her kitchen was so spanking clean you just couldn’t believe she ever used it.” What is ironic about this statement?

_______________________________________________________________
21. Look back through the story. Write down at least 4 events that give a clue as to who/what the Sakkaros really were.

1. ____________________________ 2. ______________________________ 3. ___________________________  4.______________________________
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