
Name__________________________________ Date ____________Period ____
Proverbs

Write your own definition for the word “figurative.”

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Write your own definition for the word “literal.”

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Write your own definition for the word “proverb.”

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This is a list of original proverbs.  Read them carefully and write down what you think the literal translations are.  Remember, the proverbs are written in figurative language.
1.  Absence makes the heart grow fonder.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  You can’t teach an old dog new tricks.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  It’s no use crying over spilt milk.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  The apple doesn’t fall far from the tree.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  Nothing ventured, nothing gained.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.  Actions speak louder than words.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.  Advice is least heeded when most needed.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.  Love is blind.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9.  Necessity is the mother of invention.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. Rome was not built in a day.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11. The pen is mightier than the sword.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

12.  Too many cooks spoil the broth.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

13.  You can’t make a silk purse out of a sow’s ear.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

14.  A leopard cannot change its spots.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

15.  A smooth sea never made a skilled mariner
Directions: Create 4 ORIGINAL proverbs (THESE CANNOT BE ALREADY PUBLISHED).  Be sure to include the literal meaning.
1. PROVERB:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
MEANING:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. PROVERB:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

MEANING:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. PROVERB:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

MEANING:__________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

4. PROVERB:__________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

MEANING:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

