POINT OF VIEW

Definition of Point of View-The relationship between the narrator and the story he or she tells is point of view.  The author’s choice of narrator for a story determines the amount of information a reader will be given.  There are five kinds of point of view: first person; second person; third person objective; third person limited; and third person omniscient.  The second person point of view is very rarely used.

FIRST PERSON POINT OF VIEW

*The narrator is a character in the story.

*This character expresses only his own feelings, thoughts, and experiences.

*He cannot tell the thoughts of other characters.  The narrator cannot enter into their minds.

*The reader usually gains keen insight into the life of the narrator, making it 

very personal.

*First person pronouns are used.  (I, me, we, my, mine, us)

Example:  As I placed the carefully wrapped package on the park bench, I looked up and saw Molly walking across the street.  I hoped that she hadn’t seen me.

THIRD PERSON OBJECTIVE POINT OF VIEW

*The narrator is not a character in the story.

*He is an outsider who can tell what is happening, but does not tell the thoughts of any of the characters.

*He is like a newspaper reporter who can give only facts as they occur; he cannot enter into the characters’ minds.

*Pronouns used are he, she, it, they, them, their…

Example:  As George placed the carefully wrapped package on the park bench, he looked up and saw Molly walking across the street.

THIRD PERSON LIMITED POINT OF VIEW

*The narrator is not a character in the story.

*He sees into the mind of only one of the characters.

*The narrator relates the inner thoughts and feelings of this character; everything is viewed from this character’s perspective.

*Pronouns used are he, she, it, they, them, their…

Example:  George, anxiously hoping that no one was watching him, placed a carefully wrapped package on an empty park bench.  But when he looked around, he saw Molly watching him from across the street.

THIRD PERSON OMNISCIENT POINT OF VIEW

*The narrator in not a character.

*The narrator is all knowing.

*He can enter the minds of all the characters and tell how each one thinks and feels.

*Being omniscient, the narrator witnesses all events happening to all characters and events that no characters witness.

*He is privy to all things past and present as well as the thoughts of all characters.

*This narrator is the most reliable.

*This is the most common form used in novels.

*Pronouns used are he, she, it, they, their, them….

Example:  George, anxiously hoping that no one was watching him, placed a carefully wrapped package on an empty park bench.  But Molly, who was walking home, saw him and couldn’t help thinking that he was acting strangely.

