Paraphrasing

You must PARAPHRASE information from your source.

When you summarize or paraphrase, you must restate the source’s meaning using your own language.
· Any person who uses a writer’s ideas without giving due credit through documentation is guilty of plagiarism.  

· A mere changing of a few words and rearranging the order of other words is STILL plagiarism.

Here’s an example:

ORIGINAL SOURCE:


The park [Caspers Wilderness Park] was closed to minors in 1992 after the family of a girl severely mauled there in 1986 won a suit against the county.  The award of $2.1 million for the mountain lion attack on Laura Small, who was 5 at the time, was later reduced to $1.5 million. 


-Reyes and Messina, “More Warning Signs,” p.B1

PLAGIARSM: UNACCEPTABLE BORROWING:


Reyes and Messina report that Caspers Wilderness Park was closed to children in 1992 after the family of a girl brutally mauled there in 1986 sued the county.  The family was ultimately awarded $1.5 million for the mountain lion assault on Laura Small, who was 5 at the time (B1).
ACCEPTABLE PARAPHRASE:


In 1992, officials banned minors from Caspers Wilderness Park.  Reyes and Messina explain that park officials took this measure after a mountain lion attack on a child led to a lawsuit.  The child, five-year-old, Laura Small, had been severely mauled by a lion in 1986, and her parents sued the county.  Eventually they received an award of $1.5 million (B1).

To Avoid Plagiarizing:
To avoid plagiarizing an author’s language, set the source aside, write from memory, and consult the source later to check for accuracy.  This strategy prevents you from being captivated by the words on the page.  
