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Writing Notes

Literal Language, Figurative Language, and Proverbs

Literal language is a fact or an idea stated directly.  You use literal writing when you want the information to be understood exactly as it is written.  “A rose is a physical flower that grows annually,” is an example of literal language. Textbooks are written in literal language.  

 Can you think of others?

         _________________________






         _________________________






         _________________________






         _________________________

Figurative Language

In our everyday language, we use many expressions that are not literally true.  “Charlie’s bragging gets under my skin.”  “Mary’s money is burning a hole in her pocket.”  When we use expressions like these, we are speaking figuratively.  The reader knows the words do not carry their ordinary meaning.  Bragging, after all, does not really pierce skin, and money cannot cause a pocket to catch fire.

The meaning of such figurative expressions depends on comparisons.  Bragging is compared to something that causes pain or annoyance, such as a thorn.  Money is compared to something so hot that it cannot be held and must be gotten rid of.  Expressions like these are called “Figures of Speech.”


The most common figures of speech are the following:

· Simile-a comparison of two dissimilar things using “like” or “as”     ex.  My love is like a red, red rose.”

· Metaphor-a comparison of two dissimilar things which does not use “like” or “as” 

     ex.  “My love is a red, red rose.”

· Personification-treating abstraction or inanimate objects as human, that is, giving them human attributes, powers, or feelings     ex.  The rose wept at the loss of its buds.

· Hyperbole-exaggeration, often extravagant; it may be used for a serious or for comic effect   

     ex.  The rose’s sweet fragrance swept the land.

· Onomatopoeia-a word whose spelling seems to duplicate the sound it describes   

    ex.  The buzz of the bee was heard close to the rose.

· Oxymoron-a statement with two parts which seem contradictory    ex.  The rose on the table brought back sweet sorrows.

Proverbs

Proverbs are popular sayings that contain advice or state a generally accepted truth.  Because most proverbs have their own origins in oral tradition, they are generally worded in such a way as to be remembered easily and tend to change little from generation to generation.  Sometimes their specific meaning is no longer relevant.  

Proverbs function as “folk wisdom,” general advice on how to act and live.  They are used to support arguments, to provide lessons and instruction, and to stress shared values.

Proverbs are not clichés.

Clichés are widely used, even overused, phrases that often have their origins in literature, television, or movies rather than in folk tradition. “She was as white as a sheet” is one example.  Another is “He could read her like a book.”

A cliché does not give you advice on how to act or live.










